More journalists killed in Mexico than in Iraq 

By Viridiana Rios

On Friday, Mexico was the second country with highest number of journalists murdered, today we are the first. Jorge Ochoa died. They killed him. He covered police stories and edited two weekly newspapers at Guerrero. He was shot in the head. The suspect is always the same and also the result also: silence. 
The news of the murder of Martinez Ochoa was released on Saturday. Of the 17 newspapers that circulate in Guerrero, only one covered it. La Jornada, the only national newspaper with an office in the state, gave it the front page. The others were silent. Each of the local newspapers was silent. 
The same happened three weeks ago when they killed Valentin Espinosa, reporter for Zócalo Saltillo. The body was found with a message: "This is going to happen to all those who do not comply". 
Valentine's and Ochoa's colleagues chose not to cover the story entirety. Few people heard about it. Neither are covered the drug battles. As my colleague Alfredo Corchado, Dallas Morning News reporter, recalled, last September there was a one-hour shootout in Ciudad Juarez that no newspaper dared to cover. It was as if nothing had happened. 

Drug dealers have closed the mouths of local newspapers. Drug dealers have closed our, yours and my, eyes. 

Mexico snatched Colombia the place as the third more dangerous country for journalists in 2004. Previously, Mexico was a relatively safe country. Although freedom of the press was restricted during the PRI regime, democratization and the consolidation of independent newspapers increasingly facilitated free press since the nineties. Yet, the situation has gotten worse rapidly. In 2007, without much media commotion, Mexico took the second place out of Republic of Congo. Above us there was only Iraq (2007-2008), a country at war with an army of occupation and a government completely de-legitimized, and Philippines (2009), where journalists have simply decided to go armed. There are gunfights in the streets. Journalists carry Uzis. 

Today, Mexico tops the list. No journalist has been killed in the Philippines thi year. Mexico has a count of three. In addition to Jorge Ochoa and Valentin Valdes, Bladimir Antuna of El Tiempo de Durango was found dead. Today for the first time more journalists are murdered in Mexico than in Iraq. Today is a day of mourning. 
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Statistics may be even worse. There are at least seven journalists who have disappeared since 2003. The most recent case is that of Mary Esther Aguilar, journalist missing in Zamora, Michoacan. She reported a military operation in which a politician's son was arrested for organized crime charges, a corruption scandal in the local police, and the arrest of the leader of La Familia cartel. It was that, her colleagues said. 
The threats have increased. According to the office of the attorney general (PGR), from 2006 to 2009 there have been 74 cases of intimidation to journalists. Moreover, torture has become the norm. According to Reporters Without Borders, one in ten murdered journalists shows signs of torture. This is the same rate as Rwanda, but Rwanda's constitution was written in 2003 after a civil war and an ethnic genocide which killed about 20% of the population. More journalists are tortured in Mexico than in country renowned for its human rights violations. And yes, in Iraq also fewer journalists are tortured. 
And what has been done? Two things. A few months before Calderon took office, congress approved the creation of the Special Prosecutor for the Attention of Crimes Against Journalists (FEADP). Soon after, it was also approved the reclassification of murder as a federal crime if the victim was a journalist. The House of Representatives approved it by unanimity. 

 And what happened? Not much. The FEADP acknowledged in his last report that of the 60 cases that have been determined to be of its competence, FEAD has filed 25, determined the non-exercise of criminal action in 16, sentence has not been dicted in 15, and only four have generated the apprehension of the suspect. None of the murders has been solved. Not even one. But that's not all, the federalization of murder is still not implemented. Even though the House of Representatives approved it by unanimity, the Senate has not approved it. 

Mexico is silent and blind and our leaders do not seem to care. Our justice system is broken, it has no teeth. A Mexican journalist dies every ten days. 

The words of chief of police in charge of the case of Jorge Ochoa come to my mind. "All persons who witnessed the crime refused to give his version of events" and he continued “we can not link the murder with organized crime. There is no evidence” he said. 

And indeed there is none. 




Image of the campaign “Not one more” against the murder of journalists. Review the Statement and joint them here: Adhiérete.
