Can we trust the Mexican military in the drug war? 

By Viridiana Rios*
Not anymore. No more death counts. No more trying to identify the new leader of the cartel. No more speculating what goal does Calderon has. No more waiting for the Merida Initiative money that does not come. No more speculation about which cartel is fighting which other. No more headers on Mexico’s violence. 
I say "no more," not because the drug will stop being violent, or because Reynosa will cease to be under siege, or because Calderón will win the drug war, but because we have been mistakenly dedicated to report violence rather than violence solutions. No more false debate. 
Not more obstinacy. If the Mexican army cannot quell violence in the border and instead has been corrupted, we need a change our strategy. 

It cannot be that the fight against drug trafficking is headed by the army, which is by far the least transparent institution in Mexico. The inner workings of the Mexican army are a mystery for everyone. Even for the congressmen who vote year after year in favor or the military budget without knowing how that money is spent, and who unconditionally accepted the appointment of senior military ranks without making any questions. 
The military is one of the institutions with the highest credibility among Mexicans not because it is transparent, democratic, or efficient, but because we know nothing about it. We cannot criticize what we do not know. The military is a real mystery. No one knows how they assign tasks to their members, how they elect their leaders, what criteria they use to educate in their schools, or how they have improved or worsened over the years. No one knows for sure what kind of people or what mechanisms use to judge and prosecute its members. 

If someone dares to criticize the army, as when in 1998 the Colonel Bacilio Gomez publicly protested against the criminalization of soldiers who refused to follow orders involving the violation of human rights, it is better for him/her to start packing his stuff. The protesters of 1998 were all incarcerated. The military does not like criticism. No wonder why journalists in Laredo are as afraid of the military as of drug traffickers. There are cases of journalists who move into the United States fleeing military threats. 
It is not surprising that an institution which lacks of transparency and accountability is liable to corruption. Corruption is a shade plant, flowering in dark rooms, in negotiations that do not come to light, in institutions that do not have to show their dirty clothes. The nature of the military is a breeding ground. 

What to do? Well, let’s be straightforward. If Calderon does not use the police because it is corrupt and poorly equipped, the solution is not to call the army, but to clean the police. We have to fix things in the bud.
No little secrets within the Office of the General Attorney (PGR) or within the military. Transparency now.  Three days ago the Supreme Court exempted PGR to comply with the Law of Transparency. Now, PGR can determine what information it is willing to share and which not. We can not allow that PGR becomes a military type institution. An institution of shadows and secrets. 

Let us begin by demanding a clear account to the PGR and the military. The real problem is not that PGR does nort comply with the Law of Transparency but that the few mechanisms developed to improve its accountability are politicized and lack of autonomy.  
And we, citizens, let’s stop trusting the military without knowing what they do. We need to know more about the actions and what they are doing wrong or right. We need to known the rules of their internal justice system and what reforms have been done to it. No more secrets. No more ill-informed citizens. 

We want more detail. More debate.  More content. More information and less dead counts. 
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