God, please make me a senator

By Viridiana Rios*
Reforms will have to wait. The senators are on vacations. They left thirteen reforms pending. On March 30th, the army arrested eight kidnappers who held four people captive in Morelos but no one was at the senate to discuss the anti-kidnapping law. In the 31st, the police chief of Ciudad del Carmen was arrested for accepting bribes of 160,000 pesos but there was no one at the senate to approve the reform to punish collaboration with organized crime. Human rights violations succeed one to each other in Reynosa and no one can discuss how to strengthen the role of the Federal Human Rights Commission as an executive agency. 

They went on vacations on March 25th at two in the afternoon after having a work session two hours. Officially they worked from noon to 2:00pm, although at noon there were only 72 senators in the camera. At some point, attendance reached 102. There were 26 absent, some had licenses to miss the session, some others, like Josefina Cota (PRD), Jose Guadarrama (PRD) and Jorge Legorreta (PVEM) did not even bother to tell why they did not go to work. (http://www.senado.gob.mx/content/sp/resumen/content/asistencia.pdf ) 

They said that when they returned from their vacation week, they would discuss all that is pending but, after Easter there are only 24 sessions left. In all 2010, they have voted ten cases. There are thirteen cases pending for the meetings that are left. 

I want to be senator. I want to earn 122,000 pesos per month after taxes free and get $70,000 pesos more for my living expenses. I want to have all the benefits of government employees but without a boss. I want the government to pay my transportation, my cell and my “sporting goods” --the Senate spent 1.1 million pesos in the payment of "clothing, white, personal protective clothing and sporting goods" last year. You and I, we pay our senators 10 million pesos for their food consumption --the 128 senators charged the Treasury a total of 1,176 and 1,390 cafeteria meals for their working meetings, that is, each senator hosted approximately 20 meals per year.  (http://www.senado.gob.mx/admon/content/recursos_financieros/presupuesto_gasto/docs/informe_4trimestre2009.pdf ).
The salary and total benefits of the 128 senators cost us 884 million pesos in 2009. A senator earns 36 times more than the lower-level employees of the Congress, that is, with four senators' salaries we could pay the salary of 118 employees. (http://www.senado.gob.mx/admon/content/recursos_humanos/dietas_salarios/docs/manual2010.pdf ) 

I want to be senator to travel as queen, to go to Washington for a few days of June under any pretext and with 32 companions (support staff, representatives of the media and Congress Channel).  I want the government to buy me a nice and new cars --in January 2010, the Senate had already purchased three 2010 model cars. 

I want to be Senator to never worry about my expenses, to spend 76 million pesos in renting offices at Torre Caballito, Cuba 15, 57 and Xicoténcatl Street. To avoid having to study anything related to the state or their finances, after all, there are a couple of senators who only have "some college" education (the fancy way of saying that they only have high school degrees) and there are three senators who are veterinarians. 

And the best thing would be to be a senator chosen by proportional representation. Take the job because my friends gave it to me, not for winning an election --a third of the senators were never elected by the voters, the remaining third competed in the election but lost (one third of the seats in the Mexican senate are given to the senator who won the second place in the election).

I want to be Pablo Gomez, Rene Arce and Federico Doring, my senators, those who deserve a lot of vacations. I want my boss to send me on a week of vacations and just before I leave the office tell me to come back "on Tuesday April 6th at the eleventh hours." 
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