
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT: PLAN OF STUDY SUPPLEMENT FOR PUBLIC POLICY 

 Name: ________________________ House: ____________________ 

Year: ______________________ 

Welcome to the Government Department Public Policy program! The goal of completing this document is to 
help you and your concentration adviser (CA) identify courses that will help you develop expertise in a specific 
policy area. After you have discussed your academic plans with your CA, email a copy of this document to 
Karen Kaletka (kbkaletka@gov.harvard.edu). You can update it as your plans change. 

Please answer a few questions before listing the courses you are considering on the back page:  

1) What area of public policy most excites you? Why?

2) What are your goals? What do you hope to achieve? What kind of career(s) are you considering?

3) What skills do you hope to gain through the Public Policy program?

4) Define your focus field within public policy. Summarize it with a title and explain it in a paragraph. (A focus
field is a common theme that brings unity to the public policy courses you’ve chosen, such as “U.S. foreign
policy”, “criminal justice and reform,” or “policy making to address inequality.” These are merely
suggestions—don’t feel limited by them!)



COURSE PLAN: 

Course requirements for the Gov public policy program: Students must take four letter-graded 
Government courses in public policy—one on ethics and public policy and three on the politics of 
policy making—from the designated lists on the Gov undergraduate website (https://
www.gov.harvard.edu/undergraduate/programs-of-study/public-policy/).

1) What courses do you plan to use for the Public Policy program? (Please indicate any courses you
have already taken.)

Ø Ethics:

Ø 

Ø 

Ø 

2) Are you planning to pursue a secondary field or double concentration at Harvard? If so, will it overlap
at all with your focus field?

3) Do you plan to take additional courses outside your concentration(s) or secondary field related
to your focus field?

4) Are you interested in or have you already completed an internship related to your interest in public
policy?

5) With whom have you discussed your plan?  (Your CA needs to approve your plan, but you should
also feel free to consult your professors, TFs, and the DUS or ADUS.)

       _______________________________    _________________________________       ___________ 
Date  Signature of Concentration Adviser           Name of Concentration Adviser 

Comprehensive information about the Gov Public Policy program can be found online at 
https://www.gov.harvard.edu/undergraduate/programs-of-study/public-policy/

https://www.gov.harvard.edu/undergraduate/programs-of-study/public-policy/
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